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Tift Spi^endid Faii^ureu 



After more than 9 week of anxious waiting, the Channel 
flight has been attempted and lost. But what a splendid 
failure Mr. Latham made of his try. Everyone regrets 
that the precise task which he set out to accomplish is 
not achieved, and everyone sympathises witii such a 
genuine sporteman in his miafortane. But after all is 
said and done, has not Mr. Li^am's surc'ssnil failure 
taught even more than would have been available from an 
uneventful success? Had he flown &om Sangatte to 
Dover as had been hoped, and as he may yet do with the 
fates more fitvonrable to his project, there would still 
have been that plaintive cry wailing beneath the general 
thunder of applause "Yes, but whatever would have 
-happened had he fallen in the sea?" 

It might have been years hdtare anyone would have 
been found to come forward in willingness to demonstrate 
an answer to this question, (or even apart from ])ersonal 
risk there is ever the prospect of losing a costly machine, 
and where Ic^ fiuls to influence via the head, it is 
|[eneraUy potent enough through the pocket. The 
•chance which brought Mr. Latham down in mid-Channel, 
therefore, should, seeing that it did him no harm. 1"j 
regarded from the standpoint of the old adage |h|^ " it's 
•an ill wind that blows nobody good." 

The question of being able to make a safe descent as 
far .IS the surface of the water, in the event of a mishap, 
was n( V( r really in doubt, since all aviators are agreed 
that, given sufficient height, it it practically always within 
the bounds of possibility to glide in the end even if the 
equilibrium of the machine has been tcmporarilv upset 
in the beginning ; that is, of course, always assuming that 
the pilot is a cool hand, and Mr. Latham is that and a 
good deal more. Taking the water at gliding speed — 
which by the way is at least that of the normal speed of 
flight — is an altogether different matter, and needed some 
sucii practical evidence as Mr. Latham gave on Monday, 
in order to supply any sort of clue as to what might be 
reasonably expected in a 8imilai[^ emergency. As to 
what might happen after the machme had settled on the 
water, there was also very considerable doubt, although 
we believe that Mr. Latham himself never expected 
anything else but that his flyer would float. Thore 
remain«l only one other point, and that was as to how 
far the pilot might hope to save himself should the 
machine sink, and this last we are exceedingly pleased 
Mr. Latham did not have to prove ; he had done 
quite entnigh for one morning's work, and it was after all 
the least the fates could have done for him after he had 
braved their frown in such a sporting manner, to give 
iiim at the end the chanre to sruoke a cigarette in peace. 

It is, of course^ quite impossible to overrate the 
impo»ance of the personal fiu:tor in an emergency of the 
kind which befell Mr. Latham. He was on the point of 
taking a photograph of his convoy, the torpedo destroyer 
" Harpon," as it steamed furiously through the waters 
nearly a thousand feet below, when he first heard his 
engine mis-fire. If in the whole gamut of human 
sensations there is anything; more likely to bring one's 
heart into one's mouth than the sudden mis-&ring of 
one's engine while aboard a flyer a thousand feet above 
the sea, we should like to know of it j it should come very 
near to paralysing the nerve centres, we should imagine. 
"Instantly I gave up any idea of photography " is Mr. 
Latham's first remark in commenting upon the incident. 

Well, it needs a Uttle getting used to, to appreciate the 
•exact frame of mind wJmh wUl^pecaut of aniateteat in 



snafffifaots simnftaneonsly with the necessity of paying 

attention to flight, so that perhaps after all it is only in 
keeping with the situation that Mr. Latham should have 
found it natural to explain that he did not finish taking 
the picture before he attended to anything else. In fact, 
one may even be permitted to regret, under the circum- 
stances, that the photograph was not taken ; it would 
have been such an extraordinarily interesting momeuto of 
the occasion. 

"I examined all the electrical connections that were 
within my reach," continues Mr. Latham in the narrative 

he wrote for the Dat/y Mail. Could anything possibly 
give greater confidence in the future of the flyer than this 
simple statement ? Here is a man who has such 4lBih 
fldence in his machine that he is able, at critical moments 
like this, to set ab )ut trying to cure ignition troubles, 
(i)rsooth, in tiiid air. We i;an almost imagine that it 
would have needed no more than the sUghtest excuse for 
Mr. Latham to have set about and changed an ignitioa 
plug. But, as he explains, " I could hear that more than 
one of the eight cylinders were mis firing." Affected by 
the recollection of the diflJiculty, Mr. Latham gives way 
at last to his first signs of feeUng. "It was maddening, 
bat I was helpless. Never beftnre bad the engine played 
me such a trick after so .short a flight." T.ike all good 
sportsmen, Mr. Litham accepted the inevitable, but with 
the firm intention of making the best of that, too, .nul 
having "calculated that the torpedo boat destroyer was 
about a mile away " he glided down to the surface of the 
water, for, as he soocincily remarks, ^ There was aotfai^ 
else to be done." 

Describing his descent, Mr. Latham says, " I came 
down not in a series of short glides, but in one clean 
straight downward slope. My speed at the moment of 
impact was about 40 or 45 mil» an hour. The machine 
was under perfect control during ascent ; instead of diving 
into the sea at an angle I skimmed down so that I was 
able to make contact with the sea with the aeroplane 
practically in a horizontal position. It settled oii the 
water and floated like a cork. I swung my feet up on 
to a cross bar to prevent them from getting wet. Then 
I took out my cigarette cas^ lit a cigarette, and waited 
for the torpedo destroyer to come up." Although 
Mr. Latham does not actually make the remark, we 
iniagine it was merely an omission that he did not 
conclude the above sentence with his former delightful 
platitude, ** There was nothing else to be done." 

The gliding descent, the taking of the water in a 
horizontal attitude at a speed of 40 miles an hour, and 
the subsequent bouyancy of the Antoinette flyer, are all 
matters of the greatest possible importance, less, perhaps, 
on account of any immediate and direct application than 
bscauseof their unique character. No man wants to lose 
his life in flying if he can help it, and even the best of 
swimmers, and we believe Mr. Latham is a master of this 
accompltshment, generaliy dislike gettii^ wet within 
their dothes. 

Uut there are bound to lie many enthusiasts who .r pio- 
to the Channel crossing, and it is going to make aii \ \\r 
difference in the world what machine becomes pojjular 
foe this Uttle journey, as to which alTords the greatest 
security in the event of mishap. Even the best regulated 
of engines are apt to misfire, and if they follow this up 
by stopping off' work altogether, as Mr. Latham's motor 
did, there is, as Mr. Latham expresses it, nothing else to 
be done save to descend tqton the water with what ease 
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and grace jitot juad Jam ^fmjm.imlllf.J9bi» to 

accomplish. 

However well patrolled the course may be — and it would 
be difficult in general to ensure greater conveniences 
than those with which the French GoKament backed 
up Mr. Latham — there is bound to be a certain interval 
between the descent and the rescue, so that even 
supposing it is not going to be a matter of life and death, 
there is always the prospect of considerable discomfort. 
K Ito flyer can do nothing else for its pilot, it may at 
least keep him high and dry while he whiles away the 
time with a cigarette or takes a few snapshots of his 
surroundings. 

Altogether Mr. Latham's flyer was afloat for half-an- 
faoor or tDore befefc it was picked up by the steam tug 

" Calaisien," and Mr. Latham is of the opinion that it 
would have floated for a couple of hours or so in a calm 
sea. As a matter of fact, however, the slight swell in the 
Channel subsequent to his rescue caused a considerable 
amotmt of damage to the planes and other less robust 
parts of the structure. The mere fact that the flyer kept 
afloat in the water at all, however, is the chief pomt, for 

NATIONAL 

TaS imii^ is dating has pnrfm highly gratifying to 

patriot.s, and especially encouraging to those who have 
the development of aerial na\ii;a'-u)n at heart. While 
the heavier-than-air type of cratt h.is been considerably 
in evidence among sportsmen on the Continenti at home 
the first really serious steps towards placing tMi intifnt 
in possession of dirigible .Tircrafc for military uses have 
been taken in co-operation with the authorities. On 
Tuesday the Morning Post was enabled lo publish the 
conditions laid down by the War Office as essential to be 
fulfilled by any airship that could be considned a 



it is a basis of a reliable character from which further 
developments can be evolved by those who may specially 

wish to improve this characteristic. The satisfactory 
accomplishment of a gliding descent from an alti- 
tude of 1,000 feet is the outcome of the same (jualittes 
which render a machine successful in flight, that is to 
say, a combination of natural stability and skilful control. 
The actual contact with the water at full speed must, we 
should imagine, always be attended by a risk of diving if 
the machine is not very well manajfln during the last few 
lengths of its flight in the ur, more aq)ecially since the 
balance of a flyer is not yet considered from the point of 
view of its buoyancy in water. Mr. Latham's machine, 
as is only to be exjpected, was vei; much down by the 
head, bilt Itt toidiaf xisdsSm laiqtt the pilot's seat 
above water. On the whole it suggests that a great deal 
is not wanted to make a satisfactory monoplane which 
shall be (juite reasonat)ly safe on calm water, and i; is 
by no means beyond the realms of possibility that there 
may spring up in consequence a cult of over-water flight 
among those who are naturally at home in this element: 
it also suggests a possible phase of gliding by the sea. 

AIRSHIPS. 

|Mwc6ci3 t ita ftbi iic fisp titeiMM^ of file BifijA ftfiny, either 

at home or overseas. Those conditions have been 1^ 
proved in detail by the .Advisory Committeeof the National 
Airship I'und. which committee consists of Earl Roberts, 
Viscouni Milner^ Lord Charles Beresford, Mr. £. P. Frost, 
fSrei^nt of the Aerooauttcal Society of 
Great Britain : Mr. Roger Wallace, K.C., Chairman of 
the .Aero Club of the United Kingdom ; and Colonel 
H. S. Massy, C. B., President of the Aerial League of the 
British Empire. It is desirable to refer to the nature of 
Ihe conditions, which are produced elsewhere in full 





A very striking object lesson was displayed to the world at the French review of troops at Longcbamps on Wcdnraday A 
last week, when, during the march past, as we recorded last week, two of the French b a lloons — the VlUe de Naaeir 
and the " Repiibllque "—sailed over the heads of the troops, executing several manoeuvres, and n lth n atrly getting into Itoc 
made a "divge" throcf^ tiie air to^^ther., Enthusiasm reigned vcrr hifl^ amongst the spsctatecs at nts dwnon itt ation 
•of tiie moct op-to^MMK form of miliary development. This hts t oriq i l todd cnt is seen in our photognpfa afeoi*. 
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EvCD the layman reading them will be aware that they 
are somewhat severe, while the expert will appreciate that 
any machine that can fulfil them most be an all-round 
improvement on the best of the military aircraft so far 
availablL'. The War Office and the representatives of the 
National Airship Fund have done wisely in simply 
setting out their requirements in place of a!te BB | » to g to 
-■■' late the particular design or special details to be 
ciii ' iliid 111 any machine to fulfil their needs. After 
all. ihr pulilic which is subscribing to the National 
Airship Fund, like the Army that will have to use the 
ship, can have no preomiceived leaning towards one 
particular vessel or another. The sole point that matters 
is that whatever vessel or vessels sliall he supplied to the 
Nation, shall be of an eminently praetit al sort, and equal 
not only to the very best achievement to date, but also 
to Ifae latest performance up to the time of its actiad 
deUvery. That is whj" the War Office lays dtjwn con- 
ditions that mark an advance on Continental achieve- 
ment to date, and which are nevertheless drawn up so 
carefully that they do not necessitate the machine being 
Of an experimental sort, because the extent of advaaoe 
required is only the legitimate amount of progreM 416111^ 
able and possible with the passage of months. 

Leaving it entirely open to manafacturers to design to 
any shape, size, power or weight, the War Office has 
merely stipulated its requirements as to performance 
under varying conditions. Some eminently sensible 
tests will have to be fulfilled to demonstrate that 
the materials employed in the construction of aircraft 
shall be satisfactory. Since these conditions apply to 
any machine required for Army service they may be 
summarised. The balloon must carry a crew (if six, 
together with wireless telegraph apparatus up to 300 lbs. 
in weight, and petrol and ballast, together making up a 
weight of not less than one-fourth of the full total lift 
Two similar engines of equal horse power, with all the 
parts interchangeable, must be /itted. each m i inde- 
pendently or both together to be used at will m working 
the propellers, so that diould one fail tetnporarfly half^ 
power would be available always. The dirigiVjle must 
be of the frameless or of the semi-rigid son, because 
experience on the Continent has inoveii that for 
mflitary service the rigid type, exampled more par- 
ticularly by the Zepp^n school, cannot be collapsed 
and packed into small compass for the purposes of 
transport, which are among the War Office requirements. 
It is stipulated that thirty men must suffice to take the 
airship in and out of its shed on a calm day, that 
it must be capable of anchoring in the open for 34 hours 
in moderate winds up to 20 miles an hour, that the 
stability and steering capability must be satisfactory, that 
the envelope must not lose by leakage more than one- 
hundredth of its capacity for every day of 24 hours, that 
the balloon must be capable of rising to a height of 
6,000 feet with its full crew and wireless apparatus, and 
must have in hand then sufficient fuel for three hours' 
run at full speed, together with one-fifth of the original 
complement of ballast, so that it shall be a machine 
capable of getting out of range of shrapnel fire (5,000 feet), 
while yet carrying on its work ; and it must be able to 
demonstrate its speed on a measured course of five miles 
with and against the wind, at not less than 32 statute 
miles per hour, which is about the average best speed of 
the German (Government airships, that are very efficient 
in this connection. Lastly, the War Office wants a 
machine which can navigate side winds as well as 
bead winds, for tiie eoikdiliaHh of «Br«ioe ki Ae 



^tish Isles are somewhat more severe than obtain well 
inland on the Contment, hence the balloon which it will 
MKoe^ must complete a triangular course of one hundred 
itiiTes each side — that is, a total course of three hundred 
miles — in n(n more than fourteen hours, traveUing fully 
equipped, while for four hours of that journey the height 
abo^ sea-level most not be less than 3,000 ft. . 

Even the most captious critic must allow that any 
niachme that can fulfil this catalogue of requirements 
must be an enunentiy [jractical one. Some might be 
inclined to deem it irajpossible of attainment No 
business spedfication dea&'vHik «ipieiSilians of ^Sm 
enthusiast, but with the actualities of the manufacturer. 
The question, therefore, is : Is any manufacturer prepared 
to build a machine under those conditions, which airship 
shall not be joid iortmtil it shall have fulfilled them?' 
The ans«*«arli%'tibi iiBrmative, for in the Morning Pmit 
of Wednesday last a very fine piece of enterprise was 
announced, whereby an order has been placed with 
Messrs. Lebaudy Frferes — who have built four airships^ 
for the French Army, one for Russia, and have in hand 
another for Austria---for a dirigible guaranteed by tbem 
to fulfil every detail of the War Office conditions. With 
the commissioning of a firm of such repute, experience, 
and proven ability, there is DO possible doubt that the 
Army will be duly in possession of the most up-to-date 
airship of the semi-rigid sort for mflitary uses in the 
world. JUit the War Office is equally prepared to see 
the Army equipped with an airship of the frameless sort 
tilat shall be capable of fulfilling its conditions. In thiff 
conne<^on it must be borne in mind that early this autumn 
the "Clement-Bayard," that has been built with a 
view to its being supplied to the British authorities, 
is due to be completed. The Morning Post bafr 
therefore had the enterprise to procure from the Par- 
liamentary Aerial Defence Committee — that has a& 
option on the Clement-Bayard airship, but which is not 
concerned with the raising of funds — the assurance that 
there will be no manner of objection to the dirigible in 
question being purdnsed by die NatkMul Akainp Fund 
providing it demonstrates its ability to fulfil the War 
Office conditions. Furthermore, if the machine in 
question can fulfil those conditions it is eminently 
desirable th^at the nation should possess it, because it 
wiU be Isit non-rigid vessel avaUable of the type 
desired. Therefore, with most praiseworthy enterprise, 
the Alorning Post is prepared to acquire the Clement- 
Bayard airship for the nation, in addition to the airship 
ordered from Messrs. Lebaudy Freres, provided that a, 
satisfactory price can be arranged, and mat thesttpi;ilfeBd 
conditions are fulfilled by it. 

In that case the nation would have' the best non-rigid 
and the best semi-rigid dirigible airships in the world. 
But briefly, the whole thing is eminently businesslike.. 
When the appeal of our contemporary went forth tO' 
raise the money by private and patriotic generosity to 
present the nation with a dirigible balloon of the most 
aiqkoved type, the position of this country in regard to- 
aenal locraaotion iox military uses looked very gloomy 
indeed. That fine enterprise, however, has wrought a. 
magic change within the brief space of a month. To- 
day the country is assured of one airship that will fulfil 
tibe admittedly stringent conditions imposed by the War 
Office, and has in prospect a second machine which will 
be secured also if it proves suitable, in which case the- 
desired example of another school of construction, 
namely, the frameless system, will be possessed to match 
against an example tif ^ MHi4ai|^ type. Bold and 
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conngeous as the original plan proved, the actual per- 
femance of the National Airship Fund far eclipses the 
most sanguine expectations that could have been enter- 
lained by the public ai the time it was launched, for it is 
VOW absolutely certain that one vessel of the zi^d kind 
mffl be possessed by the Army, and, in addftlBlii there i« 
•every likelihood of another being owned. 

Scarcely any terms of admiration can be too high to 
employ concerning such an achievement. Now the 
public is in possession of the information of what has 
been done so speedily and unostentatioasly, we cannot 
conceive that there can be any delay in the required sum 
of _;^20,ooo becoming fully subscribed. Half that 
money has been raised already in response to the appeal 
tiefore it was psssible to pabli^ any infonnati<Hi 9)Si 
to what steps were bong taken on bdnlf of the Nationdt 
Airship Fund 10 ensure that the money should be spent 
to good purpose, that there should be no undue delay, 
and to prove that an actual machine of a kind second-to- 
none, would be actually forthcoming. The pn^[ress is 
inspiring in the highest degree, and should causeall patriots, 
whether they can afford a shilling or a thousand pounds, 
to send some contribution to the funds. The only 
possible doabt now is that those whose attention is drawn 
to the sittution may &lsely conclude that the very 
satisfactoriness of the present enterprise will ensure the 
money being fully subscribed, and therefore consider 
that there is no need personally for them to contribute. 
That way danger lies. There is need for everybody who 
can, to contribute forthwith. To wait for others to take 
on themselves the duties of patriotism is a poor thing 
indeed. Contributors now have tangible evidence that 
their money is not to be spent on an experiment, but on 
a machine that is guaraoiBei to comply with certain 
admittedly stiff conditions, very various in their nature. 
We have, therefore, the heartiest confidence in recom- 
mending all those who are interested in the matter of 
seeing this country take its due place in regard to the 
development of aerial locomotion to support the National 
Airship Fund, contributions to which should be addressed 
to the Hon. Secretary, National Airship Fund, Morning 
^^j^^tsooAt W;&i «id dteques dunild be 



crossed Lloyds Bank, Law Courts Branch. The fikct 
that it is foreign airships which are being taken in 
hand by this fund is not any argument against sub- 
scribing to it, because the need at the moment is to 
secure examples of the veiv best that can be achieved 
by those abroad, who aie «dmitte(By fiur ahead of public 
British performance. As soon as we shall have such 
vessels, there will be reliable ground for British manufac- 
turers to go on in the starting of u home industry. It is 
largely from this point of view that we, whose sole 
concern is the development of flight in Britain, urge 
alike those who are interested in the sport, the science, 
and the industry of aeronautics, to support this great and 
eminently practical first attempt to awaken the nation to 
the possibilities of aerial locomotion by the indisputably 
prompt and effective process of ocular demonstrtktion, 
and to put the authorities in possession of absolutely 
serviceable air-craft. Let us remember that the thing 
needs doing once, and once only. This is not an appeal 
that will have to be repeated periodically. The certain 
and urgent need of the country is being met, once and 
for all, in supplying it with the most perfect dirigible 
balloon possible to be produced in the present state of 
the science, whereby the masses will become enabled to 
realise the worth and significance of the new development 
It is the pressure of that self-same public that will be 
brought automatically to bear on whatever Ciovernment 
shall be in power in the future whensoever it shall be 
necessary to urge the expenditure of public money on the 
eiqploitation of aerial navigation for national tises. Any- 
thing which influences the electorate in the direction of 
demanding the adi'(]uale representation for Croat Britain 
as regards airships and other flyers is therefore much to 
be desired, alike from Ae pdnt of view of the patriot as 
Irom that of the aeronautic movement. Once get the ball 
fairly started rolling by adopting the present " emergency " 
policy of obtaining by public subscription what the 
Government coffers ought to supply, and the deadly 
inertia of red tapeism will cease to rcmam the danger 
that it has now been for some months. The one crucial 
opportunity to bring about that delectable state of aifairs 
is«t]HMd. Xxt tis QOtaBowttto eacq>e. 




LATHAVS CHANNEL FLIGHT.— Hubert Latham and his mtAkCM immedlaldr ater faUing into the sea. It 
wlU be noticed that Mr. Latham Is standing up In the middle tt tibc fiver, wbcee ht ^*as qoletlv waiting for the 
Ftcnch ta^ptdQ ds sto oy w ^Hacpoa" to xm him on boav^ in ^Sut iwatiM* calmlr l aiMd a g a dgawrttc 
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THE CHANNEL FLIGHT. 



Latliam's Qiannel Flight. 

After many weary days of waiting, which taxed 

the patience of aviator and spectators to the utmost, the 
weather was at last propitious for an attempt on Monday, 
Jvif igib, and at 20 minutes past 6 in the morning, 
three gons booming from the destroyer " Harpon," which 
was steaming at Inlf^peed below the clifTs at Sangatte, 
definitely informed all concerned that M. Levavasseur, 
who was on board, had decided that the conditions were 
good enough, and that the flight should be made. 

As the whole world now knows, the bare facts are that 
at 6.48 everything was ready, and the machine, after 
running down the slope at Blanc Nez at last rose into the 
air. Before seven, Mr. Latham had disappeared from 
sight, and by the half-hour, had all been wal, he woilft 
have been on the point of landing at Dover. 

When from 6 to 8 miles out from' the French coast, 
however, his ciigint; mis-fired, and ultimately stopped 
altogether, so that be was forced to descend in the 
Channel. At the moment when his engine fiuled the 
Anininette monoplane was about 1,000 ft. above sea- 
level, and the gliding descent was accomplished with 
absolute success, the machine striking the water in an 
almost horizontal position at a ^peed of from 40 to 45 
ibQm an hoar. So finr from wiifcin ^ the Syv floated 



perfectly, although somewhat down by the head, and the 
intrepid pilot, so far from being iiicoinenieiiced by his 
extraordinary position, did not even get his feet wet, and 
during the interval which tlapsed before his convojr, the 
destroyer " Harpoq," could reach him, he calody paniKiid 
the time by smoking a cigarette. 

Having gone on board the destroyer himself the aero- 
plane was subse()uently hoisted up by the steam ta|^ 
" Calaisien," affcqr it bad been afloat for over half-an-hoor. 
It was by that time somewhat damaged in its more 
delicate members, but still buoyant. Both boats returned 
to Calais, where the aviator received a welcome of 
tremendous enthusiasm, beii^ called upon, among other 
things, to kiss tiie queen of the port, a buxom, red- 




That same evening Mr. Latham left for Paris Ul 
order to see about getting a new machine, and with wa/^ 
dispatch did he carry out this wofk -tiwt lii 1^ "Oft 

nearly-finished " Antoinette VI I " fn mute for Talais by 
Tuesday night. All being well, another attempt should 
be possible early next week at latest. The new machine, 
although slightly larger in surface, is otherwise identiod 
with that employed on Monday. 



i 




LATHAM'S CHANNEL FLIGHT.— Tbc start from the French cout oa Monday morniag last. 
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-Stand by. Evojr bolir Hind eo nati p i i i 



While dismantling the rescued flyer at Sangatte on 
Tuesday, M. Levavasseur came across a small piece of 
metal in 'some place to which it did not beloiig and 
attribute^ the cause of die fiuhim to its presmce. 

The WiMeaa Stonr. 

No tetter account of Mr. Latham's famous fint 
attempt co«ld possibljr be ofalaiaAii9r*«6ideii8ed form 
than isi^vM b^^ftBcming- letfei dfn^iStt messages, 
nftuch we reproduce as an historical record, transmitted 
and received, at the special sution on the Lord Warden 
Hotd:— \^ - 

SugiUte, 4.30«a.in.— Weatiber hm -mtlmmtMlft #lM: mm, 
aU^t xam, little, wipd. 
Os*a^<4tJ|a.m.V-Un&ivouiaUe hat ; i|k^CgfinMd ^ikgLmiA 

SIPV^ S-5- lAa-S 
gsUing sttote frvonnfttle. 

Dover, lo a.m. -^Weather clearing. 

Saoeatte, 5.16 a.in. — Latham wants to know is foe clearing. 
How Sa in this diredUm can you see ? He will start if conditioM 
not move iiB&vouia!ble3 

Dover, 5.20 a.m. — Can see 10 miles. 

Sangatte, 5.48 a.m. —Don't leave instrument for a second. 
Torpedo-boat arrived, aad enchwi^iM s^pials with the shore. 
Mechanics preparii^ te 'tfk the aMNd&a, Weither ntufy ideal, 
excepting for mist. 

Ssuigatte, 5.53 a.m.— He', will .fnbi^ itatt la aboat tfteea 
minutes. Stand by. 

Sangatte, ^58 a.m.— Machine has been fafoqght out of ahed. 
Waiting for signal to .'■lart. Conditions ideal. 

Sangatte, 6.12 a.m. — Machine being lilteB dong dke load to the 
starting place on Blanc Nez. • ' 

Sant'ati«, 6.16 a.at.<—Gn&sigMd\ipitart has boingiveB. nene 

inform Customs. S 

Sangaitc, 6.22 A m. — Destroyer " Ilarpon " is Uenungaeawudt. 
Machine in pasition. Start in about tfti minnttn 

Sangatte, 6.42 a.m.— He has gone. ^ 

Sangatte, 6.46 a.m. He i.s makinp wide, sweejjinf; circks. 

Sangatte, 6.50a.m. — He is out of si^ht "1 .i.»«v.^ti.sl,^lass. 

Sangatte, 6.53 a.m. — Look out for tli^^d icll us at once 

Gam, a>ra.— Aajfding ? 




Sangatte, 7.24 a..m.— Mo i 

Dover, 7.46 a.: 
cruiser to search. 

Dover, S.6. a.m. — Ve 
or Latham. Can you ? 

Sangatte, 8. 11 a.m. — Lost sight of t o rpe d o- boat tea 1 
start. Large crowd here anxious for news. 

Sa^^atte, 8.38 a.m. — President of Chamber of d milium cimuiiwd 
telephone message saying Latham fiallen into sea. 

Sangatte, 8.S31 
back machine,. 

Sangatic^ ^itsr mm^-.tf- • Aw tog jaat { 
distance. 

SaiMttte, 9.3 a.in.— We are WuIum far Calais. 
H.fl.S. " Halcyon " to MaieoniSntioo, Lord Warden Hotd, 
9.X0 a.in.— Have yon lost touch <tf aemidane? Do yoo waatas to 

fMkfivit? 

Marecmi Station, Lord Waiden Hoid, to H.M.S. " Hakyoo," 
9.15 a.in.— Toghas sierq>laDe in low. Mai^ thi^tks for yov kfaid 
oferof wsistanre. Are yoa the fisheries cruiser? 

H.lf.S. ** HtatTon."— Yo. Many thanks. 

SB^gatte* laao a.flB — Latham U m(k ft 



liT at a 



Speakint, on the subject of Mr. Latham's attempt, 
Mr. Wilbur Wright is reported by cable to have said that 
he was surprised that the Antoinette flyer got as br as 
it did, as he does not consider that the engine is sutbiUie 
for the purpose. Asked if he thought his own bipfatoe 
could keej) afloat in the water, Mr. Wright said that it 
all depended how the initial contact was made. He 
anticipated that it would float lor some tioe after a 
elidiog de^oeDtii <3mmg to tbe rachion of *ir in^riaoned 
PBHWilh lOlllt'^iaM^ 

Bleriot enters for Ae Cron-Channd Prise. 

Seizinu the chance offered by Mr. Latham's failure, 
and inspired bjr his own sucoesiful cross-coontty fl^(fat of 
last week, M. Bieriitt bm JMoHllly entered bis name for 
A/t Daify Maii crtMCSbiatnel prise. Accordiof to his 




lATHAWS — 



»b fLKaCT^Th* MSCMe of the Antoinette flrer by the Freoch ttMVcde dcst«Of«r 
af ihft tvtuAk mOan UsAlag the hoisting tackle to liic eentse^i the ataehlac. 
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letter, it was his intention to compete on Thursday or 
Friday of this week — too late for the results to appear in 
this issue. If the wind is northerly, M. Bleriot states 
that he will make the attempt from England to France 
instead of vice versa. 

Any jtoiiy in M. Bleriot's programme will give 
Mr. Laliin to get bis machine ready, so it looks 
as if dwoBel j|ght maf ^mm dtvdtop arte a tK». 




Count Lambert nearly ready. 

Both Count de Lamberfs flyers, Wrig 
Wright No. i8, were assembled at Wissant, on 
coast, by Monday of this week, but, apparerttly barip 
indifferent to the Daily Mail prize, the Count has no 
intmtion of unduly hurrying his attempt at crdssinaJ'aiid 
intetids to pnctue very thoroughly in the vt^smity Rfote 
he ceaDy steoB fer Et^and. 



9 ® ® ® 



MR. COD^ 

Coif FBn K&s. 

Mr. Cody has again been successful in his flights 
on lAfihn's Plain, his latest record on Wednesday being 
a fl^t of about 4 miles in length. 

Cody and his Critics. 

Mr. Cody has recently felt constrained to take 
notice of various remarks which have appeared about his 
work in the general Press, and in a circular letter in which 
he gives expression to his views, he draws attention to 
one or two common misconceptions about the behaviour 
of his madtine. The following paragraphs are 0^016 
which actually deal with-ttte^ ji^i^ |[[(-::l|Ati^.^ jy^ 
exception : — 

" Kkaa'been stated Hoax I myself ascribe the nndnlatiag motion 
•f tcm of ai^ iight* U> ^ iasnfficieat power of ay OMti^ This 
Js agiest mimce, as it ii certain^ not the cause. Neither da I 

® ® 




agree with what has also heen a^^surled, j^^^^^^Bp''>ty ><' ^tt-er 
my midline is resp<>nsil>le fjr cither llie wJH^^^^HKmeiil ur llie 
yawini; from rij;ht in left. Up to now tfisH^IHjjB have mosily 
been inlenti.)nal, llioiifjh space will im: here pwMtfne to stale my 
reasons for such a course. Howevc!, should your representatii'e 
require veriliculiou on the subject, l am 4l>ite prep:u( li ii. satisfy 
liim on any suitable practice day, aSMb4MMMua t h;tt niy machine 
has shown no longitudmal or lateral^'liM^Bljr durnii; my experi- 
ments on LafTan's Plain. - / 

" Another serious mis-stateniervt ha* I^M that the centre ot 

fravity on my machine lies below dKhMlqfuiane. I emphatically 
eny that such is the case. 1 xautt lisB qvHtien the authority which 
states that the power of the Wrights' enf^e is half that of mine. 



Even if such were the case, I 
IMM^ twice the sise of thtirs. 
iB iar«xperimeiital stage, whr 
aiarket as a finished article 
" In conclusion, I must 
less than any tuplane 
possible effort for avoi^ 
tfat py a t S Bt, been taken 
r fiw Wrights 



uld poku 
lierl"' 
tie WiU 




t that my machine is 
;, my aerfl^>lane kon^ 
b sow placed on the 




sistance of my machine is 
acted as it is with every 
:e, a detail which has, np to 
bff tuf adtet ««jatoc. 



AIRSHIPS FOR THE NATION. ONE ON ORDER 

AND READY FQ JAKE A SECOND. 



At the second meeting of the Advisory Committee 
of the National Airship Fund started by the Morning 
Fost^ the particular requirements of the War Office for a 
sernieeable military dirigible were tfiscmsed and agreed 

upon. Their exact terms were drawn up in a memo- 
randum of twelve clause.s, full particulars of which we 
give herewith. 

The Morning Post {riaced an order on Tuesday, 
July aoth, with Messrs. Lebaudy Frferes — who have 
already designed and constructed four dirigibles for the 
F'rench Army, as well as one for Russia — for an airship 
to comply with these War Office requirements, and to 
the purchase of tiiis vessel the ^^20,000 for which the 
Morning Post originally appealed will be devoted. 
Messrs. I.eb.mdy have undertaken to meet all the 
requirements embodied in the terms laid down by the 
Advisory Committee, and it has been agreed that the 
test of their fulfilment shall rest with a British committee 
consisting of two War Office representatives, two repre- 
sentatives of the Morning Post, one representative each 
of the Aeronautical Society of Great Britain, the Aero 
Club of the United Kingdom, and the Aerial League of 
the British Empire. 

In addition to having definitely ordered the Lebaudy 
.airship, the Morning Post state that they are prepared 
to acquire the Clement-Bayard airship, which is being 
brought over to England for inspection by the Pariia- 
mentary Aerial Defence Committee ; that is, of course, 
if a satisfactory price can be arranged and the airship 
itsdf complies with the afore-mentioned requirements. 

The amount contributed to the National Fund up to 
Tociday night, July aoth, is j^9,$ss iw. 




ituns drawn up by the Advisory 

Contimtt ee vani 

1. The balloon to irry a crew of six, tagetiier wireless 
telegraph apinratns u^) to 300 lbs. in weight, and petrol and ballast 
together making up a total weight of not less than one-fourth of the 
full total lift. 

2. The balloon to have two similar engines of equal horse- 
power, all parts of which are interchangeable. Either engine 
independently or both together to be used at will in working 
propellers. 

3. The biUonette capacity In be one-fourth of the total capacity of 
the balloon. 

4. The balloon to be of the non-rigid or semi-rigid type. 

5. The balloon to be portable, that is, to b« capable ol being 
taken to pieces easily when deflated, and packed on wagons for land 
transport. 

6. The balloon to have anchor ropes and };uiJin[j ropes, ami to 
be capable of being taken in and out of its shed by not more than 
30 men, in a calm day, that is to say, when the wind is not more 
ttian 10 miles an hour. 

7. The b.illoon to bj capable of anchoring in the open for 24 hours 
in moilerale winds up to 20 miles arj hour. 

8. The stability and steering capability of the balloon must be 
satisfactory. 

9. The balU)on envelope not to lose by leakage more than one- 
hundredth part of its capacity for every day of 24 hours. 

10. The balloon must be capable of rising to a height of 6,000 ft. 
with its full crew and wireless apparatus, and must have in hand 
then sufficient fuel for three hours' run at full speed, together with 
one-fifth of the original complement of ballast. 

11. The ballooa atost complete a triangntar coarse of 100 miles 
each ade, d»t is, a total course of 300 mUes, in not more than 
fourteen horns, travelling fully eQuipped. For foor li it wifc of this 
journey the he^ht above the sea-Minei fM>t to be kistibwi 3^000 ft. 
Any suitable iSj may be dioseD. 

sa. The ^eed of faaQooa oa a ateasBiedoainse of « mUes 
ud agdnst Ae.wiid (dse aBawaaoe -heoig made ior tiie 
vdocity of tfae wind) iball not be less dua yt atatate itiStta 
per hwr. 
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BLERIOT'S NEW PATENT. 



jon mwmmoH rblat»g t6 iHE Mifl^os fok sTAKtn6n.T&iKs wiTHour an initial run 

M. Louis Bleriot, whose wonderfully successful cross- 
coantry flight was the feature of last week's progress in 
aviatuMi, again comes to the fere tiits week widi {Moposals 



for starting an aeroplane without an initial run over the 
ground as a means of acquiring its flight velocity. In 
M. Bleriot's own words, his method consists " in applying 
to aNiQf^i^ and simiiar aj^aiattts propellers with 



Tbt prapdlo^ seen in that Sgate, first of all draws 
on the ftoot portion of die wiiu^ and then sobmits 
tias hMer to the action of sadi a force as d—€ assumed 

to be transferred to the centre of thrust, d, of the said 
wing. In view of the inclination of the wing relatively 
to the horziontal and the place occQpfed 1^ it relatively 
to the sam^ the propeller produces a compression of air 
ntttated under ibe said wing, as wdl as a rate&ction of 




horizontal, or practically hori- 
zontal, drrnog fbafts, ao anaiupd 
that they dth iS^iliAi wt Wgkcm 

the inclined wnngs of the appara- 
tus, so as to sweep their surface 

and to submit them to elevating forces similar to those 
to which they are submitted with the ordinary apparatus 
wbitt irtinning at high speed." This means, in short, a 

com[)lete modification of the system of j)ro[nilsion of 
these apparatus, which has hitherto always been designed 
in such a manner as to exercise as little influence as 
possible on the wings, and merely to impact to tbt 
apparatus strong horizontal traction. 

In the construction shown in Fig. i, thf pro]ielIing 
mechanism of the aeroplane, a, is constituted for the 
purpose of obtaining the result desired by twd fffipiOlM% 
A mounted on the lateral ends of the wings, c, so that 
their shafts, which are normally parallel to the longi- 
tudinal axis of the apparatus, could be rotated to an 
angle of 90° in the horizontal plane containing them, 
about vertical axes. 

With such an arrangement of the propelling mechanism 
it is sufficR'iit, for causing the apparatus to rise from the 
spot, to bring about the said rotation to an angle of 90° 
of the propeller shafts, which will thus be placed in line 
with 6ne toioSlixir im shown in Fig. x. The propellent 
having been set in motion^ compress the air under the 
wings ; the ap|)aratus rises, and as >oon as the (iesired 
height for starting has been reached the shafts of the 
^Q^Uers are brought back to their normal position. 
^^1B^i #«in '09ntinuet ill the usual manner. 

In the construction shown in Fig. 2. the desired result 
is obtained by means elementary propellers, mounted 
on the front edge of the wings, c, the action of whiiA 




will be readily understood by the aid Of Fig. 3. 



the air situated above it, the result heinp; a lifting 
force such as d—/, which is reduced to a force such 
as d — <^ after its composition with diewoght, d — //. The 
,|WO|teUer has therefore the tendency to give to the wiog 
a mbvement in the direction of the resultant, d — t, 6r 
the two forces, d — r and </ — ^^v, that is to say an oblique 
movement upwards, the inclinations of which can be 
corrected at will by means of apparatus for the purpose. 

In the result, an ascensional force is obtained at the 
very start (and not only after the apparatus has acquired 
a sufficient speed) and it is that force which is utilised 
for starting the flight : the apparatus leaves the ground 
as soon as the propellers are started woricing. 

Utilised in this form, the propulsion system makes it 
impossible to obtain at the start a purely vertical rise as 
may be necessary in certain rases. Tnc diffic:ulty am, 
however, be easily remedied by temporarily connecting 
the aeFO|te«d t6 ft fix^ fAbit or a point capaUe tit 
moving upwards only by means of any suitable connec- 
tion. This connection results in the neutralization of 
the horizontal forces such as d—e, so tint OOij .tiw 
liftii^ forces such as d—^ remain. 
TwBtie 'Wi^ M^von (^littis 'tD the patent, of wMtftihe firat 

is : — 

I. A method of starting aeroplanes and like ap[)aratus, 
from a standing position, consisting in using a current 
of air set up by propellers so disposed relatively to the 
wings or other suifaces rigidly secured to the ftame, diat 

the said current of air communicates to the said surfaces 
an appropriate ele\aling force, substantially as described. 

The subsequent claims relate to mean> 1. n canyillg 
out Claim i by methods described in the patent. 



AT FRANKFORT jyiRC^iMmCAL EXHIBITION, 



Among the many firms represented at thi.s up-to- 
date show are the Continental Company, the parent 
house of the Continental Tyre and Rubber Co. (Great 
Britain), Ltd., who are exhibiting their world-renowned 
Continental biUoon and aeroplane sheeting. Greatly 
enlarged photos of airships and aeroplanes, the envelopes 
and coverings of which are made of Continental material, 
are shown on their stand. This is a remarkable collection, 
including as it does Count Zeppelin's airsh^ and the 
"Gross" and "Parseval"; the French airships **La 
Patrie." "La Repubiique," " V'ille de Pari.s," " Clement- 
Bayard," " De la Vaulx Zodiak " j aeroplanes on the 
Wright, Farmao, and Esnanlt-Pelterie sjsteau, &c. 
Fvjm this it IooIes as H, wiA a km caoefitiong, the 



finest airships in the world are made with " Continental " 
fabrics, and their constructors . use this material exclu- 
sively. 

A photograph of the balloon " Helvetia," with Colonel 
Schaeck as pilot, is also on view. This is the balloon, it 
will be remembered, which was declared winner of last 
year's Aero Gordon-Bennett Race, and will be long 
&mous for its 72 hours' flight across the "Baltic Sea, 
descending in the sea off the coast of Norway, 

The big balloon " Preussen," in the centre of the hall 
(one of the largest in existenre) is also made of "Conti- 
nental " balloon material, while it is interesting to know 
that this balloon, although a veteran of la yean, ii ctill 
perfectly intact, and maker frequeitt ucentH. 
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"HARE-AND-HOUNDS" BALLOON RACE. 



Probably no fathionabte sporting fixturei lutre wSesed 

mnrc thi^ year in the rarrying out by reason of the awful 
weather which has hitherto prevailed than ballooning, 
and therefore the Hon. C. S. Rolls must be deemed 
fortunate in having allotted to him bv the Clok of 
Weather practically the ftrat line day mat has so Ikt l S fell 
available at HurUngbam for the various balloon race 
fixtures which form such a remarkably pleasant feature 
in the year's programme of this Club. The particular 
mce which was down Sot contest, ov readen will 
remember, as announced in last wedc's issue of FUGHT, 
was a " hare-and hounds " chase, for which Mr. Rolls 
had presented a cu[) to the Aero Club for competition. 
In his miniaturr balloon, " Imp," Mr. Rolls assigned to 
himself the role of bare for the occasion, whilst seven 
more or less huge sphericals competed with each other in 
the chase to land nearest to the spot selected by the hare 
at his own discretion for descending. Six of these 
balloons were entered for the race, the seventh being the 
Aeio Qub balloon "No. IV," pUoted hjMt^Six A, 
Bannerman, R.E., who followed, but not as 'M com- 
petitor. 

That ballooning is a popular sport amongst the gentle 
fltt must be evident from the fact that of the six com- 
peting balloons which constituted the pack of hounds, 
three were owned by ladies, viz., Baroness von Heeckeren, 
the Hon. Mrs. Asshcton Harbord, and Mrs. John 
Dunville respectively, all three of these sportswomen 
taking active part in the racing. A very large number of 
Hurlingham Club members and others bad gathered for 
the afternoon, in spite of the fact that polo was not 
fiossible owing to the state of the ground, and the 
greatest interest was evidenced around the balloon 
enclosure 

A pleasant and steady breeze made the prospects of K 
fierce chase practically certain, and the indication was 
that in all probability the southerly bank of the Thames 
would be followed by the balloons, thus a/fording one of 
most xemaifatble s^hts it would be possible to concave, 
a bird's-eye view of the awe-inspiring fleet which had last 
week-end assembled at the mouth of ilie Thames. The 
wind, however, jirovcd to be, although not ijuiie as fickle 
as usual, slightly perserse in its methods, and a somewhat 
different course, it was found when Mr. RoUs rose well 
into the higher atmeapheres wiUi bk ''Imp," was 

® ® 

OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED RECORDS. 

The following performances have been otilicially recorded 
by the Commission .\erienne Mixte : — 

Spud Rccecds over Spedficd Olstaaoes. 

Kfioots. Holder. Date. Place. Time. Speed. 

h. m. s. k.p.h. 

I Delngrange ... May 31, 1909 Tnviajr — o I i8| 45*801 

a Wflb«r Wri|^ Sept. ai, xqA Le Mans 024^ 43*902 

5 Timndier ... Majr 20,1909 Pcat-Loog o 5 30{ 55*100 

10 „ ... „ „ o 10 46 55*727 

30 „ ... „ „ o at 29^ 55*830 

30 — .. o 32 28{ 55-434 

40 „ ... „ „ o 43 19 55-404 

5° _w — .« o S4 H 5S'4(>5 

60 Wittrar Wrisbit Sept 21,1908 LeMans i si 33f 44'!^ 

Speed Records In Spwllt*d Times. 

Time. Holder. Date. Place. Distance. Speed, 

hour. kiloms. k.p.h. 

JIlHandier... May 20, 1909 Pont-Long... 12*500 50 

M ••• It M ... VSoo 55 

« » - 55 SS 



indiioed, takii^ the biAooDS Meetly tomwis Sssea. 

One minute start enabled the hare to get well away. 
" La Mascotte " was the first of the hounds away on the 
track of the quarry. When actually passing over London 
iSx. RoUs tboughfifiiUy gave the oiormous crowds which 
iiad ga th ered in coimeetkm wkh tiie naval demonstration 
an opportunity of a peep at the voyagers in the air, by 
dropping to within a very few hundred feet from above 
the streets. That the manoeuvre was appreciated by the 
crowd, the considerable shouting which ensued su ffi c ie ntl y 
evidenced, the upturned fiuxs all along the Hne^eNnniS 
being almost descernible to the occupant of the car. 

By clever manoeuvring Mr. Rolls thoroughly tested 
d>e judgment of the hounds in following his ' turse, .md 
tihimately after about two hoorsjind ten minutes tcavellin£, 
be made f<M* afield at G arp ftitliBff i !kmmti^time betw«% 
Wickford and Rayldgh in Essex. 

Mr. Pollock, who was piloting Mrs. Assheton Harbord's 
" Valkyrie " was close up to the "Imp," and no doubt 
for safety's sake elected to come down within 7.0 jtaids 
of the prey. Mr. A. M. Singer, who arrived Mifie 
10 minutes later, how-ever, was more keen in getting near 
to the hare, he managing to land his "Satellite" balloon 
widiin about 12 yards of his object, thus winning the 
cup as nearest hound. The starters, together with their 
bdloons and passengers, are given in our tafcte. 



OMEBpefiluU 



Balloon. 



PftsBeligeis. 



Mr.s. TohiiDunvilk.La MascoUe ; Jiilin Dunville V. Ker-Seymer 



B. II. I'>arringtOD|The Comet 
Kemiett 



Valkyrie ... 
L'Esperance 



B. H. Bnrrin^;-iC!i^JL'-T;'€al^ 

ton Kennett — . 

E. a Sadmalll Capt. V. C^Omr 

C F. Pdiock Capt. Vta iJe 
VVcyer 

QtimkJkewal Sir Claude 



Hon. .Mr.s. Asslie-'' 

ton Harbord 
Baroness von 

Heeckeren pigny 
.•\. M. Singer .. .Satellite .. A. M. Sin^jer A. B. Biirn.md 

Last year, when Mr. Rolls also used the "Imp," he 
retained all the honours, for none of the pilots occupyiiig 

the eleven balloons which started in ptirsuit succeeded in 
locating him. Mr. John Dunville, in I>a Mascotte," 
the first of the hounds away last Saturday, succeeded in 
landing within two miles of the quarry, while Col. Capper, 
in " Pegasus," was jecond, a mite cor so bxt&miiaik ^ 
bare. 

® ® 

CURTISS FLIES AND WINS PRIZES. 

Enhanced success has attended » Mr. Curtiss's later 
efforts with his light ln|dane, since he has removed from 

Morris Park to Hempstead Plain, Long Island. On 
Thursday of last week, July 15th, he made two 
successful attempts, the first bef' V ' r akiast, when 
he flew for 12 miiu., and the second afterwards, when 
he remained idoft for 3T mins., and came down becattM 
he was tired. 

This flight Mr. Curtiss estimated at about 16 
miles or perhaps a little more. On Saturday he 
was ofScially timed for a flight of 29^ miles, which 
was accomplished in 52 mins. This last took place 

over a triangular course, measuring a mile and a third to 
the lap, set out by the Aero Club of America, and in 
addition to wirming the Cortland Bishop prize of $250 
Mr. Curtiss now stands first for the &imtifi< Amtrican 
trophy. 
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Jm-Y 34, 1909. 



AEMD CLUB OF THE UNITED KINaDQM, 



OFFICIAL NOTICES TO MEMBERS. 



Au^t 28 
October^ 



Fixtures for 190Q. 
Gordon-Bennett Aviation Cup. Rheims. 
Gorddii-Ucnnc tl Balluon Race. Zurich. 



Home Peel. 

The Earl of Shrewsbiuy. 



Committee Meeting. 
A meeting of the Committee was held on Tuesday, 
d]te aoth inst., when there were pres^: iSx. Roger W. 
Wallace, K.C., in the chair, Mi". Brewer, 

Mr. Ernest C. Bucknall, Mr. M.irtin Dale, Mr. John 
Dunville, Prof. A. K. Huntington, Mr, F. K. McClean, 
Hon. C. S. Rolls. 

New Memben.— The foUowiog new Membien were 
dected : — 

Arthur Basil Biirnand. 
Edward Irving Findlay. 

It was decided to ^dte iSc^ i>f ttM Ordinary 
Monthly Meeting from Toesday, A^gOlt jrdi to Iiu»dt^ 
mxi^July zith^ 1909- 

Monthly Dinner. 

The monthly dinner will take place on Tuesday next, 
July 27th, 1909, at the Hotel Chatham, R^ent Street, 
S.W., at 8 p.m. (55. td. each). Members wishing to 
be present are requested to notify the Secretary not later 
than Monday, July 26th, iqotj. Evening dress optional 

Aeronauts' Certificates. 

Mr. A, M. Singer made his solo ascent on Monday 

last, the 19th inst., in the " Satellite," qualtfving for an 
Aeronaut's Certificate. Mr. .Singer having conii)lied witli 
all the rules, was awarded his Aeronaul'.s Certificate by 
the Committee of tjbe Aero Club at their meeting on 
Tuesday last. 

The Committee of the Aero Club have made the 
following addition to the by-laws governing Aeronauts* 
Cotificates ft— 

" CandidateB aie reqneMed to fuxniih a barognfh duurt of ^ 
ofaMrrad aice&ts and tlu) solo aacent" 

Members wishing to join a jiarty to visit the Frankfort 
Exhibition in September next, are requested to notify the 
Secretary. It is proposed that the visit be made towards 
the end of September when the Tarious competitionB for 
airships and aeroplanes will probably take place. 

Rbctms AvialiM W«ti» AomMt aiad 1^,009, 

Afag^ number of entries have been «Sii|('«di6v #0 
Rheims Aviation Week, including all the wfll-known" 
aaen on the Continent. 

Members wishing to be present are requested to notify 
the Secretary as soon as possible to enable the necessary 
hotd and railway arrangements to be made. 

** Hare-and-Hounds " Balloon Race. 

This race took place on Saturday, July 17th, at 
Hoiiingham Club. The fine weather brought out a 
large number of members to see the start. At 4 p.m., 
the " Imp," in charge of the Hon. C. S. Rolls, acting as 
the " hare," ascended* 'ifllilt TflHit^f f^lowed \g ^ 
pursuing balloons. 

The ''Imp" descended soon after 6 p.m. in a field at 
RaiRHth, near Rayleigh. The "Valkyrie" also came 
down in the same field a few minutes afterwards. At 
6.30 p.m. the ".Satellite," after an exciting descent, 
landed 12 yards distant from the " Imp," and Mr. A. M. 



Singer, the pilot, wins the cup presented by the Hon. 
C. S. Rolls. • • • 

The foUowi^i balloons took part in the race : — 
iifenR— ** Inip," The Hon. C. S. Rolla. 

HmncLs. 



Competitor. 



I. Mn. John Dtm- 
vilie 

a. B. H. Baning- 
toD Keonett 

3. Enwit C Bndc- 
nall 

4. Hon. Mrs. 
Assheton Harbord 

5. Baroness von 

Uwckena 
& A. M. Sfagar ... 

7. Ma). Sir A. Ban- 
^aaniMiii. :Bait.f 



Balloon. 



Pilot. 



Passenger*. 



In the evening 



LaHascotte, 
co,ooo c. ft. 
The Comet, 
35,000 c. fa. 
Enchantress, 
4S,uoo c. ft. 
\Ul7rie, 
60,000 c ft. 
L'Esperance 
50,000 c. ft. 
Satellite, 
28,000 c. ft. 
Aero Oub 

IV.j«H0Q0 

*sfU 

Mr. A 



John DunvtUe 

B. H. Banii^- 
ton Kennett 
Ernest C. 



Griffith 

Brewer 
A. M. Shi([flf 

Mai. Sir A. 



V. Ker.SeyiBer 
Capt. L. V. Colbjr 

Cspt V. C Cm- 

pigny 
Capt. B. G. Van 4e 

Weyer 
Sir Claude CbaiMilaa 

de QxtKoasg^ Bart. 
A. R " 



Nod] 

A. P. HoUer, 
Mn. Pattjaaon 

enlt^rtained the 



Bart, Rii 

M. Singer 

competitors to supper at the Imperial Restaurant, and 
was congratidated on winning the fiiit ipieOola ^sldeh he 
took pact 
The oiBcM phdoBfS liiitt^ 

CoBVetilaK, ' Balloon. Pilot. 

I. K. M. Singer Satellite ... A. M. Singer. 

z. lIoM. Mrh. .Assheton Harbord Valkyrie ... (". K. rollock. 

3. Baroness von Heeckeren ... L'Esperance Orithih Brewer. 

ShdSbeiHSi Flying Ground. 

Members visiting the flying ground are requested 
to have with them their membership cards, as strict 
instructions have b«eB givfn tO tdn^ ondf lieraben to 
the flying ground. 

Members are ahto reaSsS^ taaSi access to the acfO- 
plane sheds can only be obtained with thftHCimSflCiOBient 
of the owners of the fljring machines. 

Railway AiWMigements.— The following reduced 
fares have been arranged wiMii {aUpa|r oompiny lor 
members visiting SbellbeacH > 

tat data retnn^ and Class reOKii. 3id Clan letsm. 
&. dr. (xL S'o 

Tidcets will be available for one month from date or 

issue. 

Members desiring to avail themselves of these reduced 
feres are required to produce vouchers at the booking 
offices. Vouchers can be obtamed from the Secretary of 
the Aero Club. 

Trains leave Victoria, Holborn, or St. Paul's. 

F"or the conveaience of members, the best train is the 
9.45 a.m. from Victoria, arriving at Queenborough 10.55. 
At (^»enborough chatige to the Sheppor Ldf^t Railway 
for Leysdown (Shellbeach), wMdi is f-mile from Hie 
flying ground. 

The Club House, Muscle Manor, is now open to 
members, and refreshments can be obtained Acre. 
Until the ground is being rq;ularly used it is, howevei^ 
advisable to send a telegram so that arrangements may 
be made. Telegrams should be addxened "Aero CbtDy 
Shellbeach, Eastcburcb." 

HAROLD E. FERRIN, Secretary 

The Aero Club of the United KingdHBI/ 
166, PiccadUly, W. 
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Aviation News of the Week. 



Farman's New Record. 

It is really extraordinary how one good flight leads 
Co aaotbo*. On the top of the successes of Paulban and 
Sommer, comes Henry Farman, right to the fore again, 
with a flight of i hr. 23 mins., which he accomplished on 
Monday at Chalons, July 19th, after eight o clock in the 
evening. Mr. Fartnan has always given preference to 
the tmli|^t,and it was not until 8.17 that he made a 
^art Vtam that time he remained aloft until 9.40, 
when it became practically impossible to continue by 
reason of the darkness. The present machine which 
Fannan is using has an increased gap compared with his 
former model, and is also fitted with runners instead of 
wheels. Balancing planes are attached to the extremities 
of the main planes. 

On Wednesday at Chalons, Farman took up Mr. Cock- 
Innn in the new flyer which this young Englishman is 
acquiring from him. They circled round the camp, 
covering a distance of 3 kiloms., their total weight being 
over 200 kilogs., made up as follows: — Codcbom, 
92 kilogs., Farman 70, and fuel, iSrc, 40, 

M. Paulhan^s Continued Success. 

ALTHOXTCH it is but a few weeks ago that M. Paulhan 

was first heard of in the world of practical flight, his 
progress is of such a nature that it seems almost 

incredible that the time when flight was actually demon- 
strated as being possible by the Wright Brothers is only a 
matter of tinder two years ago. 

The particular machine which M. Paulhan is using 
is a Voisin biplane with a Gnome motor. Last week, 
during practice at Douai, flying at a height of 30 metres, 
he covered 1 2 kilometres in about 1 5 minutes. This he 
followed up on Thursday last by flying, again at Douai, 
before an audience of about 5,000 people, for a period 
of ih. 17m. i()s., thus l)ettcring the record time of 
Tissandier, and coming near to the recent record time of 
Latham on his monoplane. The actual official distance 
measmvd from the posts constitating the official coarse 
was 4^-17^ kiloms., but, as a matter of fact, not much 
less than 70 kiloms. could have been covered, allowing 
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for the long sweeps round the limit posts of the aero- 
drome eadi time to ensure safety. His he^t for Hying 
also was very imprenive, it vazying between 100 and 
230 ft. high. Had it not been for the giving out of his 
fuel supply he would have found no difficult in aba- 
tinuing far beyond the time he accomplished. 

On Sunday last M. Paulhan made a succeasfol official 
attack upon the high-flying record, and without any 
difficulty beat the record hitherto held by Wilbur Wright 
of no metres (360 ft.) established on December i8th 
last at Auvours. The height marked by balloons at 
Douai for this purpose was 120 metres (393-8 ft.) and 
Paulhan, without any fuss, not only cleared this height, 
but must have been flying at an altitude of at least 
490 ft. Subsequently Paulhan made another attempt for 
time rec^, but at the ^d of 57 metres be returned 
to Vmi, "A mm Invihg o&tBsted his supply 
of petrol. 

On Monday last his daring was further demonstrated 
by a splendid cross-country flight of about 13 miles in 
22 mins., from Douai to Arras, at a speed of about 
40 m.p.h. Starting from Douai he came down in a field 
about I kilom. out to attend to his carburettor. He 
then restarted and flew direct to St Nicolas, 6 kiloms. 
from Arras. After a greeting and reception by the Mayor 
of Arras, Paulhan started on his return journey, but 
finding the wind freshening, whilst his motor was also 
showing signs of temper, he deemed it prudent to re- 
alight. Unfortunately some unseen barbed wire caused 
considerable damage to his machine^ Am ^to a «^ 
evidently, in this respect, be able to il ^^0mm TTTf** 
the feelings of fox-hunters. ' — * 

That this young aviator has ambitions is evident fimn 
the fact that be has made formal entry for the J>ttify Meal 
;^io,ooo prise, for a fli{^ firom Londcm to Mandiester, 
which he hopes to t>y for dncnc thf lUllH l lj ii: WSffj^ is 
progressing truly. 

Onrille Wrlgfit's Successful Fligfat. 

At last the Wrights have put an end to the suspense 
in America, for Mr. Orville Wright has now accomplished 
two successful flights, the first on Saturday 

nlast, when he covered about 13 miles in 
16 mins., and the second on Tuesday of 
this week, when he made a flight lasting 
I hr. 21 mins. in the evening. This con- 
stitutes an American recdn^ WHA hOlM' 
Curtiss' best flight which was madC-ISit 
Saturday. During the course of die iBbw.. 
Orville Wright ascended tO:^ ti^fgi$:^ 
150 ft. > 

Wrights' Small Flyer. 

Thf. j)res('iit m.Tciiine with wbK3} iSbs 
Wrights are flying at Fort Myer has less 
snr&ce than their previous model, the main 
planes being only 36 ft. by 6 ft. The pres- 
sure reaction has in consequence gone up 
above 2 lbs., and is now estimated at about 
2?- lbs. per sq. ft, which in turn leads to a 
higher sustaining speed. This has had the 
result of lengthening the starting rail, and 
increasing the acceleration necessary for 
ascent It has been at the back of the 
recent difficulties which have caused ^ 
delay in complying with the Government 
contract 
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iuuosi»at Racing. 

On Sunday last at Douai a speed race between 
M. Bleriot, on his monoplane, and M. Paulhan, on his 
Voisin biplane, created a hagt sensation amongst the 
spectators assembled in the aerodrome. M. Bleriot 
succeeded in scoring best for the kilometre in a half- 
circle with the time of i rain. 9 sees., thus securing the 
Mabieu prize, M. Paulhan's time beb|g i min. xj sees. 
Sabseqaently Seriot also 9imm$ ^Wk4mmmi^ 
wpoed by covering 2 kiloms. m * niai. *9 tem. 

Sommer's Rapid Progress. 

It is a period of phenomenal success with aviators 
just at the present moment, and next to M. Paulhan 
none have made such extraordinary progress as 
M. Roger Somma*, who flew for i hr. 4 mins. on Smiday 
hsty July 18th. This is an extmordinary advance on 
an3^hmg that he has previously accomplished ; in 
fact, it is only the other day that he attracted any 
atteatioD at all. His history during the six con- 
gec u t iv e days commencing with Tuesday, July 13th, 
should make encouraging reading for all beginners. 
On the 13th, he made two flights of 15 and 19 mins. 
respectively, on the 14A he flew for 27 mins. at an 
altitude of h-om 10 to 20 metres, aad accomplished a 
1 2 kilom. course outside the limits of the aerodrome in 
10 mins. On Saturday evening he flew for 30 mins., 
iising 12 litres of petrol, and on Simday he exceeded the 
&6ttf t>y 4 mins., which in some respects may be regarded 
as the great first goal of all embryo pilots. 

During the week M. Sommer was elected a member 
d lhi -Jmco Qid> ei Sauce. 

Lieut* Gdderara Retires £rom tlie Field* 

Qwnto le medkad advice, it is announced that LiCBt 
Caldema, vibo, it tkt remembered, ^ dfie of Ih6 
Govemnent pOfBi taugla by Wilbur Wright in 
tion with the delivery oi Wright aeroplanes 
to Italy, has decided to retire from the 
flying arena for the future. His serious 
accident will still be fresh in our readers' 
minds, and it is not thought safe, in view of 
a possibility of a recurrence of the giddiness 
dbid) be eHdieB% experieeeitl, for bira to 
contiime b<8 wodt in t^s dfoection. 



to 

Albert CrvnT, who recently secured, 
as driver, first place in the Grand Prix des 
Voiturettes, it is announced, is joining the 
ranks of aviators. He is to take in hand one 
of Louis BJeriot's moooplaiMs during the 
eariy part of Atigtwt. 

11. Gttttcfattt Progresaea Fur&cr. 

Another of the youngest of the expert 
flyers is M. Gaudart, who has come forward 
^tiBpqgh the pilot school of the Ligue 
l^itioaale. Last week at Juvisy he accom- 
plished B flight of 500 metres at a hdgbt of 
about 20 metres. Continuing his practice on 
Sunday last, he succeeded in flying three 
times round the aerodrome, representing 
about 4^ kiloms., in qnte oi very gusty 
weather, which brought him suddeoly down 
to earth again. M. Gaudart gives promise 
of being speedily a prominent member of 
the n^ndty expanding new sdio^ of %en. 



De Gaten Flies at Qstend* 

Monday of this week, July 19th, M. De Caters, who 
has taken his biplane to Ostend, made a successful first 
flight over the sands. Owmg to the crowd, however, it 
was inspossiUe to ] 



Plq^wrcz and Hia B^Iaae. 

At Chartres, Piquerez has been following up his 
w<»k, but in attempting to take a turn came to grief 
tiKoiigh contact wiA a tree^ breddng bis piopdkr. 



On Sunday last, Captain FerV)er made several _ 
on the Champ de Mars, on a Voisin biplane. The secret 
of the identity of QKptiM Ferber and the saooesrfid 
" De Rue" is now an open one. It will be remem- 
bered we refmed some weeks ago to " De Rue " 
heiag the a ssmn ed name ef mmdl4axm^ mmsili^ilS^ 
enthusiast. 

Captain Ferber also made six very successful fl^ts 

on Tuesday of this week at Belfort, although they 
were all fairly short. Satisfied with the running of his 
machine, he Itl Bli lipoM had it ittllt «# tO fiBft|r:i» . 

the meeting. 

Flight in Russia. 

The Aero Club of Odessa hopes shortly to have a 
Delagrange biplane of their own, and have already 
aecnred M. Van der Skruff, a pupil of Delagnmge, to 
Initiate them in the art of fljring. During August the 
machine is to be delivered, and already they have their 
motor in hand for placing on the chassis. Capt. Grekow, 
on a machine construted by M. Makovetski, was, hat 
Keek, successful in making a flying jump of about 40 
taeaHaL. Qn aseomd attempt, however, be came to grief, 
biesJcii^ tbie madine MuUy. 




^ SmiKV last "De Rue" made some soccessful fUghts at Belfort en 
htB Vfllabi Uplaae. It will be remembered that some time ama we 
mcntloocd die bet tliat^De Rue" was really the assmned name tor the 
moment oi a ycomliMat leader la aeronautics. That leader, we are now 
at Uberir to awatiaa. Is die wcU'known Q^t Ferber. He is at the 
wUti of hto maddm in< 



JnLY 24. X90*. 



The Gvtin Aer^lane Daimntd. 

riioTKi) at Hempstead, Long Island, by an 
amateur named Williams, the Curtiss aeroplane was 
damaged on Sunday last by falling from an altitude of 
30 feet while out of cODtrol. The mishap was apparendy 
due to the nervou;mess of the pilot, who was doubtless 
BOmewhat surprised at the height to which he had 
ucended. Unfortunately, Mr. Wtlliams sustained a 
arm, and had to be r em o ve d to tbe hofspii$L 

Neale Enters for Mile Flight Prire. 

Mr. J. C. Nbale, member of the Aero Club, has 
entered for the Daily Mtdl ;^i,ooo prize for the fint 
circular mile flight on a Britirtl-bai& 'fl^nc*'. . . - 

Records up to Date. 

In view of the progress which has been made during 
the past week, it is interesting to give a summary of the 
following more impooMt .4i»»^ion fl^f^ some being 
unofficial: — — - ■ 

h. m. 



X908, December jitt .. 
1909, Ittly 19th 
I909t Ittly 30th 
1900, July 15th 

1908, September lath . 

1909, June 5th 

1909, July xSth 
1909, May aoth 
}909, July aist 

1909, July 17th 
1909. July 4lh 
1909, July 3id 

1909. joly 13th 



a 30 
I 33 
I ao 

«$ 



WUbar Wright 
Benty Farman 
Onrille Wright (U.S.). 
P&nlh&n . . . 

Onrille Wright if 

Latham i 7 

Sommer i 4 

Titsandier ... i s 

Tissandier ... ' -o 56 

Curtin (O^ . 9 53 

Bleiiot «c, - M. « 50 

Bleriot s<« i... o 47 

Aeriot ... o 44 



s. 

»3 

.«.. 
9 

m 
m 

i? 

o 

32 
17 

o 



Vichy Meeting. 

Thb much-talked-of Vichy meeting, which officially 
opened on Sunday, July i8th, at 9 o'clock in the 
morning, and closes to morrow, Sunday, July 25th, has 
not, up to the time of going to press, contributed amr 
puiaca^aiy stardii^ records to the annals of flight 




White Lodge. Richm6iul Pack, on June 29tfa, 1908. am 



seven competitors entered, Only two ot Aree have so 
(ax made attempts. Zifid. was the first arrival, and 
Bleriot tamed up on Monday. Tissandier, who 
attempted a trial flight with a passenger, broke a runner, 
and Zipfel also had trouble with his engine through a 
rough landing. 

The results of the lots for starting order drawn by the 
Aero Qai> of Fruice in connection with the official 
e«e^ are as f<^lows : — 

Grand Prix de Vichy. — Delagrange, I ; de Rue, 2; Fanihan, 3; 
Latham, 4 ; Zipfel, ^ ; Bleriot, 6; Tistaodier, 7. 

Prix du Pas»ge de I'Allier. — fiteriot, I ; Panlhan, 2 ; ^ 
Delagrange, 4 ; Tissandier, 5 ; de Roe, 6 ; Ladhnun, 7. 

Prix des Passagen .- — Psanna, i ; Ziirfel, 2 ; TSttmMtHe, S t 
Delagrange, 4 : Blodot, 5 ; Latham, 6 ; de Koe, 7. 

Prix du Tour de Piste. — Zipfel, i ; Bleriot, 2 ; de Rm^ Wvjfi 
grange, 4 ; Tissandier, 5 ; Paulhan, 6; Latham, 7. 

Rheinas Meeting. Entries. 

If anything like the number of comfietitors turn 

up who liave entered their names for the Rheims meeting, 
it should give a wonderful impetus to flight. There 
are at the present time sixteen definite names on the list, 
Wfiritow: Curtiss, Delagrange, Demanest, Esnault-Pelterie, 
Qtkitttn, Guflroy, de Lambert, Latham, Ruchonnet, 
Santos Dumont, Sommer, Tissandier, Bleriot, Rougier, 
Bunau-Varillo, and De Rue (Capt. Ferber). Actually this 
IBimber includes eighteen machines, for M. Blajlsi^lllS 
entered a couple of monoplanes. Besides these names 
it is only reasonable to reckon on the entries of Henry 
Farman and Paulhan, so that it may be sai<l that the 
minimum list will have eighteen names on it; and, while 
reputations of mushroom growth crnitSnoe' "to be the 
order of the day, the number of competitors who might 
enter before the meeting takes place renders the pro- 
bable list a matter of great uncertainty. It is much to 
be -iioped tbat the meeting will be thoroughly- repre- 
t > ife io» e , when it is borne in mind how much 
on a par are the performances of 
the present entrants, it should be 
of the very greatest interest to 
watch tbe^ Ja aanal jceo^Mii- 

tion. 

The first closing date Ibr 
entries was July 22nd. 

Proposed Spa Meeting. 

An influential committee 
has been formed at Spa with 
the object of organising an in- 
tematidnal flight contest for 
prizes df 125,000 fr. to t^dce 
place 2t the end of August. 

Aero Club of France at Juvisy. 

'i HE Aero Club of France 
has decided to organise a meeting 

to take place one Sunday in 
OcUiIht at the rV)rt Aviation. 
The Societe of Encouragement 
will give 5,000 fr. in prizes. 

An Aviation Meeting at Dun- 
kirk. 

Progrkss ih Frattce in 
PkaiohDr.»r,j. s ;,ci,iK practical flying is causing aa 

ffonr the balloon enthusiastic feeling to sprepd 
ta' all' dvectioos^ ibs aitest 
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propositi<» bdi^ for die creation tA an aerodrmae at 

Dunkirk, to be inaugurated in August by an aviation 
meeting. It is stated that the necessary money has been 
got together for the purpose, and that shortly a further 
■announcement will be made of the jnco^ected me^ii^ 
M. PanHiaa, the sHccaaMfti 9011% riedator, lMKiiq| 
faomiaed ^tSiisBxSq m ttdce ptrtki pciijieii dai^l^ 

Old Students' Prize. 

The ligue Nationale A^enne has received from the 
'Soci^^ des Anciens El^ves a prize of 2,000 francs to be 

awarded to the first of the old students who shall have 
won one of the L.N. prizes before Januaiy ist, 1911. 

How to Avoid Injury in FliRht. 

M. Bleriot — who is at the moment suffering from 
a burned foot, but still sanguine as to his chances on the 
cross-Channel flight — has made public a little practical 
'dp "ivi!^ exfdains how he has so ficeqaeutibf had mishaps 
without personal injury. At one time, it will be re- 
membered, M. Bleriot's early achievements in flight were 



-^iUe de Nmc^s" Long Voyage. 

The fixst otended trip of the " Ville de Nancy " 
from Paris to Nancy was not without incident First of 

all, a descent was necessary on ac count of a damaged 
propeller, and the airship came down in the grounds of 
the Chateau des Toumelles, where it was guarded 
through the night by a detachment of men despatched in 
all haste from Paris. No misliap attended its open-air 
rc])OS(j. and a sucresshil re-stait was made : but the 
buoj^ancQf was now found to be insufficient, partly on 
aeemni icrf teikig e, and partly because of the enormous 
quantit\- of water deposited on llie envelope hv rain. 
M. Surcouf therefore gave way to a lighter pilot, and the 
journey was continued as far as Beauval, near Meaux, 
where another forced descent was necessary owing to the 
breaking of a petrol-pipe. This time a garage was avail- 
able, and the " Ville de Nancy " was temporarily housed 
alongside another airship, the "Colonel Renard." 
Repairs were soon completed and a restart IHid^ Nancy 
being at last sighted after a detour via Commercy, which 
was made in order to avoid a storm cloud. A successful 
laoding was accomplished in the grounds of the exhi- 
bstioti. During the afternoon of the last stage of the 
Ja t att ey-#ie tkake^ covered 175 mBes in 5^ honrs. 

IFSnioch and German Airships. Proposed Meeting. 

The pilots of the French airship "Ville de Nancy" 
paid a visit this w«ek, by permission of the German 
authorities, to the Metz airship shed, and subsequently 
witnessed an ascent of " Zeppelin I." M. Kapferer 
thai suggested that the " Zeppdin * and die ** Ville de 
Nancy " should make simultaneous ascents and effect a 
meeting over the frontier ; a proposal which was received 
- Tvith favour by tli. ( '.crman officers. 

Some of the German newspapers, it seems, are rather 
upset at the liberty iriiidi has been accorded tiie Fiendi- 
men during their vi^ 

Sduitte Airslii{). 

Messrs. L^z, of Mannheim, have . '^Ksa commis- 



mainly characteiBed by more or less disastrous tennuut- 

tions, but on every occasion the aviator himself escaped 
practically without a scratch. M. Bleriot goes to work 
on the theory that it is impossible to save both the 
machine and one's self, and further that if the pilot keeps 
« ecidi bead he need never be injmed. M. Bleriot's own 
plan is to throw himself upon one of the wings of the 
machine just before the crash, and although this breaks 
the winj^ it has ptovad wsgiigls mmmM. in bvaddag 
his fall. 

The Cost of Flying. 

M. B1.EIU0T estimates that in nine years he has 
qpent about ^^20,000 in e]q>eriments with aeroplanes. 

Trained at the Central Engineering School in Paris, M. 
Bleriot has always kept up technical work as a hobby, 
althougl. i! lias not been necessary for him to pursue it 
as a profession. His moit notable work outside flight 
has been tbe de?dopment oi the wodd-reoowned 
acetylene hw ii ffi i ^t Iw ttotor can nliidb bean his 
name. ' 



Schutte, of the Danzig Technical School. It is to be an 
airship of the rigid type on the lines of the Zeppdia 
vessel, but with a wood framewoik instead <A alumhiium. 

Goldbeater's skin is to be employed for the lining of the 
gas-vessel. The principal point advanced in support of 
the wood frame is that it will enable wireless telegraphy 
to be inttalled without danger. The shed is idr^y 
oooaitMsnedil^ ili reception, the dimensions of tiie shed 
being 443 ft. long and 200 ft. wide. The 1 apacity 'if the 
gas-vessel is to be 19,000 cu. metres, and the engines will,. 

it » t«ip«p|ed,4[^^ 

" 2IeppiffiB-l'' in %ut Aif> - 

Profitinc; by the calm weather on Wednesday 
last week, July 14th, the authorities brought out 
" Zeppelin I " for an airing of duee-quarters of an hour's 
duration. The ascent was not made until eight o'clock 
in the evening, and after the descent at 8.45, tbe airship 
again rose in chaq;e of Captain Geo^ and made off on 
a secret voyage. 

''CoL Renard" Ainhip. 

TliK new Ftench dit^iUe^ "Ccd. Renart^" made 
its first aseett on Wedaeadqr cff last we^ Ji# i4di, at 

Meaux. 

Daily Mail " Airship Shed. 

PRBLiMmAsv work on tbe ground at Wtmnwood 

Scrubbs, where the Daily jfftnZ.shed is to be erected, 
was conmienced on Thursday of last week, July 15th. 

Italian Airship Shed* 

At Speoia a shed is being erected for diri^blei in 
connection with the fleet, and is to leceiTe the anriiq> at 

present stationed at Bracciano. 

Rettig Airship. 

Another airship is ctnitemplated in Germany by 
Herr Rettig, and will, it is reported, be of the semi-rigid 
type, and be made of wood, probably American pine, 
tflstMd of metal, w te ever it is pQeafaie. 
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CORi^POra>ENCE. 

Tk£ MMM WM? address 0/ the writer (not m,-essaniy lor 
tfublication) most in all cases accompany letters intenaea lot 

siiicrtion, or containing; queries. 

ANOTHER PROPELLER CHALLENGE. 
7« /fe smtr if Fiutaait. 

SlXt — As the Above now teems to be ^ /a madt, and as Means. 
Handley Page a*»erti«e a propeller abou which they have a good 
deal to say, I hereby challenge them to a competitive trial of d&ci- 
ency agaunt d>e " Hollands " propeller, for which I, on my «de, 
a hiigmr effi ci ency than toat of any other on the madceb 

Toms faithlbUy, 

siDRBv H. Bmsamst^ 
<3W)6S<:hannel ballooning im. p. 

SOUVESTRfi'S TABLE). 
r<f fie JESittr tf Flight. 

SiK, — ^With reference to the interesting list you pdriish on 
jpaije 433 of cross-Channel balloon voyages, may I -pomt ont one 
omKkm? Tb»- list doeR not include the second lone; voyage ol the 
"ifammoth" balloon in 1908, when, with A. E. Gaudron, Capt. 
E. M. Mailland, and myself, it ascended from Londua on the 
morning of November isth, descending on the evening of the 
following day at Mateki Derevni, A'ussia, a dislanci-. as the crow 
flies, of 1,117 OTj'/i-i, in 314 hours. That was the l..iit;est balloon 
voyage ever made from Kngland, and it is second only to the world's 
leoold of 1,193 miles held by the Conite de la Vaulx. 

I think it is di'sirablf- al-io to recall that in the journey of the 
previous year, wh< !i tin same balloon travelled ftom London to 
Lake Wener, Sweden, we sot up a world's record for over-sea 
ballooning, crossing the Xurth Sea at coast points 360 miles apart. 
We passed over \ !vrmouth to the north-east, and crossed the 
Eoiopean coast at the extreme north of Denmark. Ou< oversea 
teoora still stands, as does also cor «tifftmcf 'R w ri ynd record. 
In these day> uf aeronautical " "ibnii s il ltlii llewffl||^'^S||b ate, let ns 
hope, doomed to speedy eclipse. 

Yoors«ddtfiiUy, 

CHAKUts C. Tmnait.. 

[Ttansiated.] 

To the Editor ef Fl.IGHT. 

Sir, — May I be I'ermiittd lu make a c.iriLCtion as to ihe 
natiuniali^ of the balloon " Montaner "' included in Soiivestre's 
table of Channel crossings on yc^^ 432 of your Inst is'-ue. Both 
oemnlS'jef that balloon, Messrs. Kindelan and de In Hori^a. are 
SjpMNM^' and the nationality should have been s^iven a& Spanish 

\'ours faithfully, 

Mir.iiK, VnxAintSTA. 



To the 



error m 



point oat to yonr notice a kluht 
Cnifisii^ Imt Balloon " bam. £n|^tad to tbe 



Editor of Flight. 

SiK, — Permit nie 

"Nouble Channel ^ 

Continent b 1907, October.^ " lake Wener, Swhtatand," sfaonid 
read "Sweden. " 

May I also point out two more notable crossings wfaidi I have 
done. In iQoi, on the Connatka Day of His Majesty Kaqr 
Edward, I ascended from Beckeoham and deicended at Calais. 
I had with me on that occaskw as paisengei Or. Baton. Also my 
cresaing of last year on my jouraei' to Kowia, whfeh, I think, n 
also notewarthy. 

Yonn fiuthfiiUy, 

A. £. Gauobok. 

CHBAP UYDROGBM-AN «TZRNATIQNAL 

TV tkt Editor of Fucht. 

Sir, — With reference to the annooncement under the above title 
which ai^wais in your issue of this date, permit me to observe that 
after devoting upwards of seven years to the development and 
elaboration of a hydrogen process, it is rather exasperatir»g to find a 
German flotation which professes to have patents and methods for 
this subject, the details of which I find identical mtk my owti ivork. 

I would like to point out that so far back as 1904 I exhibited my 
plant at St. Louis, and was awarded the Silver .Medal for same. 
The same year I erected a small plant at St. Petersburg for the 
Russian Government, and this was followed by an order for a 
200 metre (7,000 ft.) per hour plant, which I have since supplied. 
The Prussian LuftschifTer liataillon of Tegel, near Heilin, so long 
as the year 1906, were fully informed of my plant, and Major 
_ Gtsm rece ive d diawii^ and deiafis which I prasnme constttote 



publication (one cannot patent everytliiut; e\erywherc like a com- 
pany). Since that time I have supplied my [ilcint^ lo Vienna, P;iris, 
and London ; and am now erecting others. 

This German firm 1 notice art construclint; an exjjeiimental plant 
at Frankfort, and only " anticipate " being able to produce hydrogen 
of 99 per Cent, purily, whereas I have executed contracts based on • 
such a iii;iiri , ;.n<l the work has lieen duly accepted and paid for. 

.\fter the time ami labour 1 have devoted to my subject, it is not 
my intention to submit to be ousted at the time when one's reward 
may he reasonably expected, and 1 siiall certainly ccnsidei my-eir 
free to accept eontracl^ for any pan uf the world. 

1 am happy to know that iiMiwitlisianding the efforts of this 
company in this couiury atui thi.ir i.fler- to almost give their plant 
awa^, it lias been held by persons in \\\^\\ position that the plant for 
BritidiaeroaajatiesthaU beef fidtirii origin. _ 

Yours obediently, 

li^iiiiiiilliiiu, HowwMBi.iiiiaK' 

® ® ® ® 

Model Competition at tbe Stadium. 

The Aeroplane Club is considerniK tbe prospects of 
holding a competition for man-lifting gliders and model 
flying machines at the Stadium of the White City^ 
and invites all those who would be willing to take part to- 
said in their names to the Secretary at the Savoy Hotel, 
in <xder tiiat an opinion may be fonaoed as to wli^her 
tbe meetifig would be Hkdy to &e eqMose. 

From Ice to Air. 

Sut Paiup Brocklehurst, Bart., who has just 
Tetomed ftt>m Ae Antarctic regions witi) the ShadUeton 

expedition, last week made a balloon ascent with the Hon. 
C. S. Roils, in which a trip from London to Pitsea, near 
Maldon, in Essex, was accomplished. This was Sir 
Phil^Brocklehtirst's first experience of ba&ootuiig. 

-. . ® ® ^ 

Aywtlcal Pat0Bt« PuMhtlwd. 

A9pNa4 far te 1908. 

PtMMtd /nfy tjtk, igof. 

■ -ii^MK I* Blsmot. Aeroplanes and the Hke. 
rmS>Sk--'t. A. Don Simoki. Dirigible Mr] 

PuHished July aand, 1909. 

I. AND C. J. I'OZBR AND OTMSKS. 
H. Nbuner. Anchor for airships. 

AppUMi for ia 

PwUitM Jiify x^k, xgegk 

J. T. RtCB. Airtfalpc. 
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BACK NUMBERS OF FLIGHT." 

The publishers have pleasure in announcing that they 
have secured a £bw of the back issues of Flight, and 
any of ournewreaden who may wish to complete their 
sets may obtain the first twenty-nine numbers for ^s. -jd. 
(abroad 55. $d.) post free, from the Pobfishers, 44, 
St. Martin's Lane, W.C. 



FLIOHT. 

44, ST. MARTIN'S L.\NE. LONDON, W.C. 
Telegraphicaddress : Truditur, I^ondon. Telephone: 1828 Gerrard.. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
fllSBT wis i$ /efwanieei, pas.' pee, to any part fie world at tie- 
following rates: — 
X5vam> Khtgdou. 



J. d. 
I 8 



3 MaBOstPost nree... 
6 „ ,, 

« » 



J. d. 

2 6 

5 o 

10 o 



3 Mcmtbg, Bsatl'te 

6 „ 

r2 ,, 

Cheques and Post Office Orders should be made payable to the 
Proprietors of FLIGHT, 44, St. Martin's Lane, W.C., and crossed 
London, and Counfy Bonk ; othorwise no responsiiiiity will be accepted. 

Should awy difficulty be experienced in proeuriug Flight from 
local newsvenders, imUMding readers tan aitoAt eaek issue direct 
fivm the IHdKshiHg OffitOtOy forweardimgrtmitmete as ecbm. 
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